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pore perished all expectation of successfully resist- CHAP.XXVL
ing the British government.^   The remaining for-
the more especially as no individual engineer was then nominated
to conduct the siege.
" I had long before digested in my own mind the plan of
attack; but without having committed the details to writing.
There was no time to spare: verbally, therefore, the memoir was
hastily drawn up, and with a plan of the fortress, previously in my
possession, partly from a sketch I had taken in 1805, it was dis-
patched by dawk to Major Lockett, deputy military secretary
to government, then with the army, who laid it before the com-
mander-in-chief. It reached head-quarters on the 14th or 15th
of December, just as the siege commenced. It was sent by
Lord Combermere, to the commanding engineer for his opinion.
This opinion was given in to the commander-in-chief, it appears,
on the 19th; and the autograph remarks of that officer were
transmitted to me by Major Lockett, in a letter dated 20th
December, 1825, only three days before batteries were erected
against the place; so that, I conclude, the plan of operations to
be carried on must, by that time, have been formed.
" It was stated in one of the plans given in, to which I have
before alluded, that the batteries for breaching, agreeably to the
European system, should be placed on the crest of the glacis;
and it is in allusion to this that, in my memoir, I have bestowed
several paragraphs in dissuading from having the breaching bat-
teries placed there.
" I mention these points because they will serve to explain the
remarks of the commanding engineer, by whom they are re-
ferred to. Besides specifying what I believed to be the most
desirable pointy of attack, and recommending that the attack
should not be confined to a single breach, the memoir gives the
operations in detail, of which the following is an outline. To
establish numerous and powerful batteries, at the distance of
three and four hundred yards, for the purpose, in the first place,
of destroying the enemy's defences, to establish a line of fire
beyond that, at the distance of one 'hundred and fifty or two
hundred yards, consisting of cavalier batteries, cavalier trenches,
for musketry and coehorns, in order to secure the command of
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